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This overarching book covers a wide variety of goddesses infinite forms through several essays and

accompanying images
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Goddess Durga: The Power and the Glory is a beautiful volume full of rich, vivid, evocative imagery

of Durga in all her many forms, and in a variety of cultural contexts within India. Featuring ten

essays by a variety of top-notch scholars, as well as stunning ethnographic and documentary

photography and reprints of relevant paintings and posters, including rare and unique pieces, this

book provides a visually stunning and sumptuous introduction to the world of Goddess worship

throughout South Asia.The large size, lush print quality, and heft of the book lends itself better to a

coffee table book for occasional reading, than for carrying around and reading straight through. It is

a strong addition to the library of any enthusiast of South Asian art, Indian culture, or Goddess

worship.Contents:Introduction, by Pratapaditya PalThe Defeat of the Gods and the Victory of the

Goddess: The Divine Feminine in Indic Spirituality, by Gerald James LarsonVessels for the

Goddess: Unfired-Clay Images of Durga in Bengal, by Susan S. BeanFrom Spectacle to Art: The

Changing Aesthetics of Durga Puja in Contemporary Kolkata, by Tapati Guha-ThakurtaDurga in

Kashmir, by Pratapaditya PalDasai: The Celebration of the Goddess Durga in Kathmandu Valley,

Nepal, by Anne VergatiDance of Conception and Baby Shower: Tracing a Latent Aspect of Durga

Puja in the Light of the Cult of Kumara, by Gautama V. VajracharyaConstant Companion,

Autonomous Spirit: Two Facets of the Feminine in Tamil Tradition, by Rajeshwari GhoseThe

Muchilottu Bhagavathi Cult in Kerala, by Pepita SethThe Fifty-one Shakta Pithas, by Pratapaditya



PalThe Hinglaj Shrine, Baluchistan, by Ibrahim ShahIndex

It's interesting, but one never knows if the esteemed Dr. Pal's opinion is really his opinion or one of

his purchased variety opinions. As a notorious swaghound, the author has for decades been known

more as political than scholarly.
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